
Some	  examples	  of	  annotations	  you	  may	  find	  helpful:	  
	  
Hugill, Peter. “Good Roads and the Automobile in the United States 1880-1929.” Geographical 

Review. 72. 1982. Print. 
 This source was very information abundant. Hugill fit a lot of history into this piece. 
Some of the main points included the geographical history and the birth and expansion of roads. 
It also outlined the history of the automobile and the immense impact that it had on Americans. 
The expansion of roads, the creation of the highway system, the use of concrete pavement and 
the adoption of the automobile were some of the main points of focus. The relationship between 
the automobile and roads was also a significant factor in the development of road culture. In the 
early 1900s, automobiles began to change in order to be better suited for the roads; however, 
roads also began changing to better accommodate cars.  Also, when urban roads began to 
emerge, the demand for automobiles increased drastically. This further emphasizes the 
codependency of cars and roads. Roads did not only benefit Americans by making travel more 
convenient, but they also provided work for veterans returning from war. All in all, the adoption 
of the automobile had a significant impact on American society. It allowed people to travel 
greater distance, provided work and also made way for many new services, including fast food 
and gas stations.  This source is very useful. It can be used to compare modern roads and 
automobiles to their ancestors. It is also very useful for providing background information 
regarding the early roots or the road. 
	  
	  
Miller, Henry. The Air Conditioned Nightmare “Automotive Passacaglia.” London: New 

Directions, 1945. 183-194. Print.  
  This source was interesting because it was informative, but Miller put in into a 
perspective that made his seem as though he is an expert on the automobile, even though as the 
reader I knew that this was his first actual road experience.  At the very start, Miller personifies 
the car by saying that it behaves similarly to a “flirtatious woman.”  In the second paragraph, 
Miller makes it quite obvious that at the start of his trip he was not very knowledgeable about the 
automobile. Throughout the piece, Miller gives the reader some rules of the road. For instance, 
he warns never to be without a wrench, a jimmy, or a jack. He also advises that one never tells 
anyone that they are without tools. Even if you don’t have tools, pretend you do. He cautions that 
is you break down, tell everybody that passes to send for help- that way you are almost certainly 
guaranteed that somebody will relay the message. Miller made some interesting analogies in this 
piece. He called the mechanics “surgeons” and referred to the cars parts as “internal organs.” 
This was a very effective analogy, because it emphasized that cars are things that truly need to be 
taken care of well. He also stated how the car is like a horse; if you treat it right, it will run for 
you until it dies. I thought it was interesting that Miller says the automobile was designed to 
make men patient. It seems that the automobile was created for convenience, which stems from 
impatience. This source is useful because it provides rules of the road. It also is a first hand 
account of a personal road experience.  
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